EXHIBITOR’S 
PRESS SHEET 


Mystery Film 
Due Friday At 
Strand Theatre 


A spine-tingling mystery film 
will make its local debut at 
the Strand Theatre this Friday 
when Warner Bros.’ “A Shot 
In The Dark” opens. The film 
tells the intriguing story of an 
innocent man’s confession to 
two brutal murders, one his 
friend, the other his enemy. 
In the leading roles are Wil- 
liam Lundigan, Nan Wynn and 
Ricardo Cortez. 

Lundigan plays the part of 
a young reporter who thinks 
he is as good as the police when 
it comes to solving crimes. Nan 
Wynn, who became famous for 
her singing, was cast in a per- 
fect role, that of a night club 
singer. Lundigan likes her, but 
he is not alone in his affection. 
Regis Toomey, in the role of a 
detective, also tries his best to 
make a hit with her. 

Ricardo Cortez is cast as a 
night club owner who refuses 
to sell the place to racketeers 
but instead offers its sale to 
an old friend of his named 
Kilpatrick, played by Theo- 
dore Von Eltz. He is also 
bothered by his ex-girl friend, 
portrayed by Lucia Carroll, 
who works herself into a jeal- 
ous fury because he is going 
to marry someone else. 

When both Von Eltz and Lu- 
cia Carroll are found mur- 
dered, one at an_ airport... the 
offer in an hotel room, sus- 
picion falls on Cortez. 

“A Shot In The Dark” was 
written by M. Coates Webster 
from a story by Frederick 
Nebel. William McGann di- 
rected the production. 


Mystery Drama Thrills 
Strand Audiences 


A mystery thriller with a 
surprise ending that will startle 
even the most ardent whodunit 
fan is Warner Bros.’ “A Shot 
In The Dark” which is now 
playing at the Strand Theatre. 
The swiftly paced film stars 
William Lundigan, Nan Wynn 
and Ricardo Cortez and pre- 
sents a supporting cast of such 
talented players as Regis 
Toomey, Lucia Carroll and 
Maris Wrixon. The scenario 
was written by M. Coates Web- 
ster from a story by Frederick 
Nebel. William McGann di- 
rected the exciting film. 
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(Review) 


‘A Shot In The Dark’ 
Has Action, Adventure 


A film that will please all 
mystery fans (and also those 
who aren’t mystery fans) with 
its intriguing plot, is Warner 
Bros.’ “A Shot 
In The Dark” 
which made 
its local debut 
last night at 
the Strand 
Theatre. A 
D4 ser TAU Fee 
packed with 
suspense, per- 
fectly cast and 
excellently di- 
rected, it will wd 
prove enter- Mat 103—15c 
taining movie William Lundigan 
fare for everyone. The story 
involves an innocent man who 
for some strange reason con- 
fesses to two brutal murders. 

William Lundigan gives a 
breezy performance in the 
leading role of a young news- 
paperman whose sideline is 
amateur sleuthing and_ gets 
plenty of opportunity to show 
his mettle when the police 
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Regis Toomey, William Lundigan and Ricardo Cortez are shown above in one 
of the many exciting scenes from the new Warner Bros. mystery-thriller, "A 
Shot In The Dark," which opens at the Strand Theatre on Friday. 
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are baffled by two seemingly 
unconnected murders. Nan 
Wynn, who made a hit as Hal 
Kemp’s vocalist, is right at 
home in her portrayal of a 
night club singer, She is the 
one person who can make 
Lundigan forget about crime, 
newspapers and_ everything 
else when she’s around. 

Ricardo Cortez adds another 
to his long list of great per- 
formances as a _ night club 
owner with plenty of trouble. 
They are racketeers, murders, 
and the most complex of all, 
a jealous ex-girl friend, brill- 
iantly portrayed by Lucia Car- 
roll. When she and a friend of 
Cortez are murdered, he is 
blamed by the police. However 
a sharp-witted detective, 
played by Regis Toomey, 
doesn’t agree with his col- 
leagues and together with 
Lundigan sets out to prove 
Cortez innocent. 

For action, thrills and ad- 
venture, “A Shot In The Dark” 
cannot be surpassed. Director 
William McGann paced the 
film perfectly and handled the 
surprise ending with great 
finesse. The scenario was writ- 
ten by M. Coates Webster 
from Frederick Nebel’s excit- 
ing original story. 


Spine-Tingling Film 
Makes Strand Debut 


A thrilling mystery film that 
will send chills up and down 
your spine will make its local 
debut at the Strand Theatre 
this Friday. The picture, called 
“A Shot In The Dark,” is the 
exciting story of two murders 


_ and an innocent man who was 


willing to take the rap for 
them. William Lundigan, Nan 
Wynn and Ricardo Cortez head 
the cast with Regis Toomey, 
Lucia Carroll and Maris 
Wrixon in the supporting roles. 
William McGann directed the 
scenario by M. Coates Webster 
from a story by Frederick 
Nebel. If it’s excitement you’re 
after, head for the Strand. 


Film At Strand 
Packs Thrills, 


Love, Suspense 


A mystery film that packs 
suspense from start to finish 
will open next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. The picture, 
called “A Shot In The Dark,” 
is the exciting story of a man 
who pleaded guilty to crimes 
he never committed. 


William Lundigan heads the 
cast as a reporter who likes 
crime stories and a certain 
pretty night club singer, played 
by Nan Wynn. Ricardo Cortez 
plays the role of a night club 
owner who sells his place: to 
an old friend only to find him 
brutally murdered before the 
sale is completed. To make 
matters worse a jealous ex- 
girl friend of Cortez, played by 
Lucia Carroll, is also murdered 
and the police accuse him of 
both crimes. 

Regis Toomey, in the role 
of a smart detective, doubts 
Ricardo’s guilt, and together 
with Lundigan, sets out to 
bring the actual murderer to 
justice. It is a thrilling plot 
with a novel ending that will 
prove a surprise to all. 
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Thrilling New Film 
Makes Local Bow 
At Strand Theatre 


Mystery, drama and adven- 
ture rhake up the exciting 
story of Warner Bros.’ new 
film; “A Shot In The’ Dark” 
which opens today at the 
Strand Theatre. It is a hair- 
raising tale of a defiant mur- 
derer who would have suc- 
cessfully eluded the police if 
not for the daring plan of a 
young reporter. 

The role of the energetic 
newspaperman is played by 
William Lundigan, whose spe- 
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WILLIAM LUNDIGAN and 
NAN WYNN 


cialty is crime stories and 
whose heart interest is Dixie 
Waye, played by lovely Nan 
Wynn. Miss Wynn who has be- 
come quite famous as a vocal- 
ist is perfect for her role as a 
night club singer. Ricardo 
Cortez plays the part of the 
night club owner who has 
plenty of trouble on his hands 
in the form of threatening 
racketeers and an_ ex-girl 
friend, portrayed by Lucia 
Carroll, whose anger knows no 
bounds when she learns that 
he is going to marry someone 
else. 

When Cortez’ friend and Miss 
Carroll are murdered, he is ac- 
cused of the double crime. An 
especially clever detective played 
by Regis Toomey, doesn’t believe 
him guilty and together with 
Lundigan, starts after the real 
murderer. 

“A Shot In The Dark” was 
directed by William McGann 
and the scenario was written 
by M. Coates Webster from a 
story by Frederick Nebel. 
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PRODUCTION 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 


Screen Play by M. Coates Webster; From a Story by Frederick Nebel: Associate 
Producer, William Jacobs; Director of Photography, James Van Trees, A.S.C.: 
Art Director, Stanley Fleischer; Dialogue Director, Harry Seymour: Film Editor, 
Harold McLernon; Sound by Oliver S$. Garretson; 


Gowns by Milo Anderson; 
Running Time, 57 minutes. 


SYNOPSIS 


(not for publication) 


Peter Kennedy, (William Lundigan) a reporter, and Bill Ryder, (Regis Toomey) 
a detective, both like Dixie Waye, (Nan Wynn) a night club singer. When her 
is accused of murdering his old pal 
(Theodore Von Eltz) and his ex-girl friend (Lucia Carroll), Kennedy and Ryder 
set out to prove him innocent. After many an exciting experience, through a 
daring plan, they bring the real murderer to justice. 


Behind the gaiety... 
lurked the grim figure 
of a killer who let his 
victims have the time 
of their lives... before 
he ended them with 
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TRAPPED BY A KILLER 
IN A NIGHT CLUB, 


Os \Wo9 


Five strangers 
trapped ina night club 
by a killer who must 
destroy them all to 
get the one he wants! 


Five frightened 
strangers meet 
for one night 
_ ... the most 

B= dangerous one 
3 of their lives! 
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REGIS TOOMEY - MARIS WRIXON 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 


A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture Screen Play by M. Coates Webster 


From a Story by Frederick Nebel 
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WINE FLOWS... .-2Hen, BLOOD! 


Laughs ring 
out...in this 
night club— 


screams! 
Lights are 
bright.. 
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THE CRIME OF YOUR LIFE! 


WILLIAM LUNDIGAN NAN WYNN 
REGIS TOOMEY - MARIS WRIX 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN - A WARNER BROS.-F:, 


Warner's Production Trailer Spells A-C-T-I-O-N for Your Showing. Book It Now! 


EXPLOITATION SHOTS 


5 for MYSTERY FANS 


{. CONTACT MYSTERY FAN CLUBS and 
get after the whole membership to see this 
picture. If there isn't an organized mystery 
club in your town, start one and you will 
have established a fine exploitation outlet 
for all future mystery pictures you play. 


2. DETECTIVE STORY ADDICTS are poten- 
tial customers to see this screen mystery. 
Reach them via mystery and detective mag- 
azines. Arrange with local distributor to sup- 
ply you with back copies tabbed with stick- 
ers carrying title and selling copy. 


3. CONTACT ALL BOOK STORES and ar- 
range to exhibit display designed to interest 
all detective story fans. Feature our action 
scene stills and selling copy. Also supply 
book marks made from single column mat. 


4. GET LIST OF MYSTERY READERS from 
your library, book stores, magazine shops 
and newsstands. A penny post card mailed 
to these mystery fans will bring your showing 
to the notice of a receptive audience. Pick 
up copy from ads. 


5. ORGANIZE A MYSTERY CLUB giving 
each member who joins a number. Each day 
post certain numbers in your lobby. Lucky 
» members holding those numbers are awarded 
guest tickets to your showing. 


POST 'REWARD' CARDS 


Post these cards all over town, especially at 
busy intersections. 


REWARD! 


For Information Leading To 
Arrest Of Criminal 


Who Fired 
“*A SHOT IN THE DARK’’ 


Go to the Strand Theatre for 
full particulars. 


EXPLOITING the ADS 


Mat 202: The perfect herald for your 
show. Print it up in large quantities 
and get it around. Sell reverse side for 
co-op ad to defray printing costs.. 


Mat 204: Blow up for attractive teaser 
lobby display well in advance. 


Mat 203: Trade mark your campaign 
as the "crime of your life’ with the 
figure of the man holding a gun. 


Mat 106: Two ads for the price of one! 
Right for directories and follow-ups. 


A Pair of 
Lobby Gags 
Using the 
Exchange Stills 


Thrill chart (left) and display board use stills NF-1, NF-2, NF-23, 
NF-26, and NF-41; available at your local Vitagraph exchange. 


6 FAST ONES 


DEALER TIE-UP STILLS always prove 
effective. Order "A Shot In The Dark'’ Tie- 
Up Stills from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th St., New York City. Set of seven 
—60c. Music stores—NF 27; luggage—NF 
39: coiffure—MW 71; ties—WL 8; tuxedo 
—WL 12; camera—NF 2; and perfume— 
MW Pub. A 27. 


CRIME HEADLINES set up in montage 
arrangement with action scene stills and 
selling copy make a lobby eye-catcher. 


NEWS BOYS HAWK EXTRAS surprinted 
with these headings: BIG MURDER MYS- 
TERY! See "A SHOT IN THE DARK" At 
The Strand. (Add playdate.) 


HONOR LOCAL REPORTER who has 
done the most to aid police in solving one 
of town's baffling crimes. 


INEXPENSIVE CARD HANDOUT de- 
signed to arouse public curiosity features 
this copy: "Please don't reveal ending of 
this picture to your friends when you tell 
them about 'A SHOT IN THE DARK’." Copy 


may be featured on all ads and trailer too. 


CONTACT MUSIC FANS through a 
mailing list. Inform them that, their favorite, 
Nan Wynn, former vocalist with Hal Kemp's 
orchestra, may now be seen and enjoyed 
as she sings in "A SHOT IN THE DARK." 
Also contact all music stores and have them 
feature in their windows scene still NF 27 
(Nan Wynn vocalizing). Surround still with 
her recordings, copy and picture credits. 


LOBBY CLUE DISPLAY 


A “Clue Exhibit" in lobby never fails to 
attract attention, so set up this display 
adding stills and ad copy. 


CLUES THAT TRAPPED A KILLER 


(A telegram) 
hy was the receiver of this telegram 

mysteriously murdered? 

(Handkerchief bearing initials A. M.) 
Did the killer carelessly drop this hand- 
kerchief or was it planted at the scene 
of the crime? 

(A gun) 
Who used this gun to kill an innocent 
victim ? 

(Envelope filled with papers) 
What were the mysterious contents of 
this envelope? Why did they cause the 
death of one person and the confession 
of an innocent man? 

(Cigarette stub) 
Who left this cigarette stub burning in 
the victim’s room? 

(Small note pad) 
What were the impressions found on | 
this pad? 

These clues helped solve the thrill-packed 

murder film which mysteriously started with 


‘A SHOT IN THE DARK” 


(Cast and Playdate) 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


WARNER BROS. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 


"A Shot in the Dark"! 
with 
WILLIAM LUNDIGAN - NAN WYNN 20% 
RICARDO CORTEZ - REGIS TOOMEY 20% 

MARIS WRIXON 20%, 


Directed by William McGann 


15% 


Screen Play by M. Coates Webster 3°); 
From a Story by Frederick Nebel 2°, 


A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 5% 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. Lice’se to reproduce with copyright notice granted newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 


POSTERS AND ACCESSORIES | 


6-Sheet 


Ilustrated 
on 


Front Page 
Rental — 48c 


ONE-SHEET i 


-..Rental 


2 COLORED 22 x 28's 
Rental: 2 


8 
COLORED 11 x 14's 
Rental for Set: 
35c 
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Special Quantity Prices 


SIX-SHEETS 
De ey AO ia iad sg ec Ag Bil OEM 
Beta ee ee oe ee 
O0:.and over.2:. ee .” ORe each 

THREE-SHEETS 
REGULAR BOs tO9m ce  atedien x Ve as dete each 
LOG and over. vos ca yd Be ean 

WINDOW CARD pune 
— oe seerorenenemnes BO fo 99e 5 get ee © ee each 


100 and over . 9c each 


PRICES: 
| to 49. Re eae 7c each 
ain Se re ee re ati Use this slide in your lobby and on your INSERT CARD 
100 and over. . . . . 5l/9c each screen to sell your show with a flash. Rental: 12¢ 


PRINTED 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


